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Introduction: 
 
Last time, I spoke to you about verses 1-4 that primarily intend to say that when a 
Christian faces various trials in his life, he must learn to accept it with gladness in his 
heart since these trials will help his faith go stronger. And if we let these trials come to 
our way, without any negative ideas in our hearts and minds, it will produce a perfect and 
complete result lacking nothing. 
 
To continue with this lesson, we now proceed with verses 5-8. I had to place a title to it. 
It’s called, “The Role of Wisdom and Faith.” 
 
Discussions: 
 
What is wisdom? 
 
According to Charles Spurgeon, a well-known Baptist preacher, “Wisdom is the right use 
of knowledge. To know is not to be wise. Many men know a great deal, and are all the 
greater fools for it. There is no fool so great a fool as a knowing fool. But to know how to 
use knowledge is to have wisdom.” 
 
Spurgeon tells us that the wisdom we have learned, the knowledge of it, must be put into 
use. Wisdom is not something that is only in the mind. For us to show that we have 
wisdom, we must learn how to apply it to ourselves. 
 
John Piper was able to define it when he said, “Wisdom is the practical knowledge of 
how to attain the happiness. Therefore, wisdom is hearing and doing the Word of God.” 
What he intend to say was that wisdom must be heard in the Word of God and we obey 
every single directive found therein. And the result of it will lead us to true happiness. 
God gave us His wisdom. His wisdom, which is the Truth, can only be found in the Bible 
(John 17:17). 
 

A. Wisdom: according to James? 
 
The Bible speaks in James 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering without 
hypocrisy.” 
 

1. But the wisdom that is from above,.... Which has God for its author; which is 
infused into the soul by the Spirit of God; and leads into the knowledge of things 



that are above, of heavenly things; and which only is true wisdom and knowledge; 
and those who are possessed of it are the only true Gnostics; for which; see Gill on 
Jam_3:13 namely, the grace of God: this wisdom  

a. According to James 3:13, “Who is wise and understanding among you? let 
him show by his good life his works in meekness of wisdom. “ 

b. Let us divide the words… 
 

i. Who is a wise man. Meaning, not in things natural and civil, or 
merely moral, but in things spiritual: and he is a wise man, who is 
both wise to do good, and wise unto salvation; who has learned to 
know his own ignorance, folly, and stupidity; for the first lesson in 
the school of spiritual wisdom is for a man to know that he is a fool: 
and he is a wise man who considers his latter end, thinks of a future 
state, and what will become of him in another world; and who builds 
his faith and hope of eternal salvation on the sure and only 
foundation, the rock Christ Jesus; and who takes up a profession of 
religion upon principles of grace, and with views to the glory of 
God, and, upon mature deliberation, reckoning the cost, and what he 
must expect to meet with; and which he holds fast, without 
wavering, and yet does not depend upon it; and who walks 
circumspectly, and with wisdom, towards them that are without; and 
who observes both providences and promises, for the encouragement 
of his faith; and keeps looking to the mark for the prize, preferring 
heavenly things to earthly ones.  

ii. And endued with knowledge amongst you? as he is, who is 
endued with the knowledge of himself; of the impurity of his nature, 
and the plague of his heart; and of his impotency and inability to do 
any thing that is spiritually good of himself; and of the imperfection 
and insufficiency of his righteousness to justify him before God; and 
of his lost state and condition by nature, how deserving of the wrath 
of God, and obnoxious to the curses of the law; and how miserable 
he must be without the grace of God and righteousness of Christ: 
and who is also endued with the knowledge of Christ, so as to see a 
fulness, suitableness, and ability in him as a Saviour; so as to love 
him, approve of him, as such, and trust in him; which knowledge is 
always practical and soul humbling; and the least degree of it saving; 
and though it is imperfect, it is growing, and will at last come to 
perfection: now such a man is a Gnostic, in the best sense; for this 
question is put with a view to the Gnostics of those times, who 
valued themselves upon their knowledge, and despised practical 
religion and godliness: hence it follows,  

iii. let him show out of a good conversation his works, with 
meekness of wisdom; such an one ought to perform good works, 



and he will perform them; and it is right in him to show them forth, 
that they may be a means of others glorifying God upon the sight of 
them; and that they may be evidences of the truth of faith in 
themselves to others; and that they may be for the imitation of 
others; and that they may put to silence, and stop the mouths of false 
accusers, and adorn the Gospel, and recommend religion: and these 
should be shown forth "out of a good conversation"; not in a single 
act or two, but in a series and course of living; which may be said to 
be good, when it is ordered aright, according to the word of God, 
and is honest among the Gentiles, and upright and holy; and is as 
becomes the Gospel of Christ, and is worthy of the calling of God to 
grace and glory; and when it is influenced by the grace of God: and 
the works shown out of it, and in it, are done in faith, from love in 
the strength of Christ, and are directed to the glory of God: and all 
this should be "with meekness of wisdom"; in a wise and humble 
manner, without trusting to, and depending upon, such works for 
justification and salvation; and without glorying in them, and 
boasting of them; acknowledging the deficiency and imperfection of 
them, and his own weakness in the performance of them; and 
ascribing them to the power and grace of God, by the assistance of 
which they are performed. 
 

2. is first pure; it is pure in itself, it is free from everything that is earthly, carnal, or 
sensual, or devilish; it produces purity of heart, of life, and conversation; and is the 
means of keeping persons pure and chaste, and free from impure lusts, lusts of 
uncleanness, pride, envy, wrath, &c. which prevail in carnal and unregenerate 
men:  
 

3. and then peaceable; it inclines and engages those who have it to live in peace 
with the saints, and even with all men; with those of their own household, with 
their neighbours, yea, with their enemies: it is also "gentle"; or makes men gentle, 
moderate, and humane, so as that they bear, and forbear; they bear with the 
infirmities of the weak; readily forgive injuries done them; do not rigidly exact 
what is their due, but recede from their just right for the sake of peace and love; 
and do not bear hard upon others for their failings, but cover them with the mantle 
of love: and it is; 

 
4. easy to be treated; or those who have it readily yield to the superior judgments 

and stronger reasonings of others; and are easily induced to hope and believe all 
things, and entertain a good opinion of men, and their conduct; and are far from 
being proud, arrogant, obstinate, and overbearing: 

  



5. full of mercy and good fruits; of compassion and beneficence to the poor; 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the widows and fatherless in their 
affliction; and doing all other good works and duties, both with respect to God and 
man, as fruits of grace, and of the Spirit:  

6. without partiality: to one another; or making a difference between them; showing 
no respect to persons; bestowing upon the poor and indigent, without any 
distinction: and  
 

7. without hypocrisy; either with respect to God or man; not making show of that 
which they have not, or do not intend. 

 
B. Wisdom includes prayer with faith and does not doubt 

 
From the human perspective, the prayer for wisdom must be “in faith, with no doubting” 
(James 1:6). Faith is essential to Christianity (Hebrews 11:6; 2 Cor. 5:7). As James uses it 
here, faith is the unwavering trust in God exhibited by the suffering Christian who 
derives strength from Him while awaiting the ultimate promises available only in Christ.  
 
James 1:6 tells us, “But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting: for he that doubteth is like 
the surge of the sea driven by the wind and tossed.” 
 
What do this verse intend to say? 
 

1. But let him ask in faith,.... Not only in the faith of the divine Being that God is; 
but in the faith of the promises he has made; and in the faith of his power and 
faithfulness to perform them; and in the faith of this, that whatever is asked, 
according to the will of God, and is for his glory, and his people's good, shall be 
given.  
 

2. Nothing wavering; about the thing asked for, whether it is right or no to ask for it; 
for that should be settled before it is asked for; nor about the power of God to do 
it; nor about his will, in things he has declared he will do; nor about his 
faithfulness to his promises; nor at all questioning but what is proper, suitable, and 
convenient, will be given in God's own time and way.  

 
3. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed; 

he is troubled, restless, unquiet, and impatient; and he is fickle, inconstant, 
unstable, and unsettled; and is easily carried away with every wind of doctrine, 
temptation, and lust. 

 
It is noteworthy to quote the words of the Lord in Mark 11:22-24 which says: “And Jesus 
answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall say 
unto this mountain, Be thou taken up and cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his 



heart, but shall believe that what he saith cometh to pass; he shall have it. Therefore I say 
unto you, All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, believe that ye receive them, and ye 
shall have them.” 
 

1. Verse 22 teaches us about: 
 

a. And Jesus answering, saith unto them,.... To all the disciples; for what 
Peter said, he said in the name of them all; and according to Matthew, the 
disciples said, "how soon is the fig tree withered away?" To which this is an 
answer; though the Arabic version renders it, "to him"; as if the words were 
directed particularly to Peter:  

b. have faith in God; or "the faith of God", so the Vulgate Latin, Syriac, 
Persic, and Ethiopic versions; that is, exercise, and make use of that faith 
which has God for its author, which is the work of God, and of his 
operation, a free grace gift of his; and which has God for its object; and is 
supported by his power, and encouraged by his goodness, truth, and 
faithfulness: and so the Arabic version renders it, "believe in God"; not only 
that such things may be done, as the drying up a fig tree, but those that are 
much greater. 

 
2. Verse 23 teaches us that: 

 
a. For verily I say unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this 

mountain,.... The Mount of Olives, at, or near which they now were,  
b. be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; that is, of Galilee, which 

was nearest, and yet many miles off:  
c. and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things 

which he saith shall come to pass; not only as to removing a mountain, 
and casting it into the sea, but anything equally difficult;  

d. he shall have whatsoever he saith: whatever he commands shall be done 
(Mat. 21:21). 

i. This is the same lesson taught by Jesus Christ in Matthew 21:21 
which says, “And Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do what is 
done to the fig tree, but even if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be 
thou taken up and cast into the sea, it shall be done.” 

1. Jesus answered and said unto them,.... His disciples 
wondering at his power, in causing the fig tree to wither so 
suddenly: 

2. verily I say unto you, if ye have faith; that is, in God, in his 
power, which reaches to all things: the object of faith is 
expressed in Mark, and by way of exhortation, "have faith in 
God", that he will enable you to perform whatsoever ye shall 



desire; which must be understood, not of spiritual faith in the 
promises of God, and person of Christ, but of, the faith of 
miracles, or faith in the power of God to perform things that 
are above the strength of nature:  

3. and doubt not; either of the power, or will of God to do for 
you, and by you, the thing desired; for this kind of faith 
would not admit of the least degree of doubting: there must be 
no hesitation in the mind, no reasoning upon the thing, how it 
can be performed; the mind must not be divided between the 
power and will of God, and the difficulties and 
discouragements which attend the case, but must believe in 
hope against hope, with a full persuasion of accomplishment: 
for want of this faith, without doubting, the disciples could 
not cure the child that was lunatic.  

4. Ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree; 
cause one to be dried up, and wither away by a word, as 
Christ had done to this, which, comparatively speaking, was 
but a lesser sort of miracle;  

5. but also, if ye shall say to this mountain; the Mount of 
Olives, where Christ and his disciples now were, and were 
passing over, or, at least, were very near it; or any other 
mountain wherever they might be, to which they should, upon 
any occasion, think fit to say,  

6. be thou removed, and cast into the sea; which was many 
miles off from Mount Olivet, and must he a very surprising 
performance for a mountain to be rooted up, so large as that 
was, and be carried several miles from its former situation, 
and be thrown into the sea; and yet, as difficult and amazing 
as this may seem,  

7. it shall be done: that is, provided the person doubts not; or, 
as it is said in Mark, "shall not doubt in his heart, but shall 
believe that those things, which he saith, shall come to pass, 
he shall have whatsoever he saith": for this must not be 
confined to the particular instances of drying up a fig tree, or 
removing a mountain, but the doing of any sort of miracle, 
how great soever. Nor is it our Lord's meaning that they 
should do these particular things; nor is it certain that they 
ever did: but his sense is, that, had they faith, they should be 
able not only to do such lesser miracles, as, comparatively 
speaking, the withering of the fig tree was, but they should be 
able to perform things much more difficult and surprising, 
whenever the good of the souls of men, the propagation of the 
Gospel, and the glory of God required them. 



 
3. Verse 24 teaches us that: 

 
a. Therefore I say unto you,.... For encouragement in prayer more 

particularly, without which nothing should be attempted, and especially 
which is above the power of nature, and is of a miraculous kind: 

b. whatsoever things ye desire when ye pray; that is, according to the 
revealed will of God, is for the confirmation of his Gospel, and for the 
glory of his name:  

c. believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them; the petitions that are 
desired, and the things asked in them: that is, be as much assured of having 
them, as if you had already received them, and you shall have them; for the 
sense can never be, that they should believe they received them before they 
had them; this would be a contradiction in terms; and Beza's ancient copy, 
and one of Stephens's copies read it, "believe that ye shall receive", as in 
Mat_21:22, and so the Vulgate Latin version; with which agree the Arabic 
and Ethiopic versions, which render it, "believe that ye shall enjoy", or 
"obtain"; and the Syriac version, "believe that ye are about to receive"; and 
great faith it is so to believe; and this is the prayer of faith; see 1Jo_5:14. 

 
4. In totality, the Scriptures teach us that not only in the faith of the divine Being that 

God is; but in the faith of the promises he has made; and in the faith of his power 
and faithfulness to perform them; and in the faith of this, that whatever is asked, 
according to the will of God, and is for his glory, and his people's good, shall be 
given (John Gill). 
 

C. Confused people who doubt that the Lord will not grant their requests will 
never receive the things they ask for. 

 
James was clear in verses 7 to 8 when he said, “For let not that man think that he shall 
receive anything of the Lord; a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” What do 
these verses mean? 
 

5. Let us divide the words found in verse 7.  
 

a. For let not that man think,.... Imagine, conclude, or please himself with 
such thoughts,  

b. that he shall receive anything from the Lord; wisdom, or anything else, 
he is seeking after; for wanting faith, he has nothing to receive with; faith is 
the grace, which receives the Lord Jesus Christ himself, and all grace from 
him; which receives a justifying righteousness, pardon of sin, adoption of 
children, and even the everlasting inheritance, at least, the right unto it; 



wherefore those who have not faith, as the wavering man, cannot receive 
any thing. 
 

6. Verse 8 teaches us the following: 
 

a. A double minded man,.... A man of two souls, or of a double heart, that 
speaks and asks with an heart, and an heart, as in Psa_12:2 who halts 
between two opinions, and is at an uncertainty what to do or say, and is 
undetermined what to ask for; or who is not sincere and upright in his 
requests, who asks for one thing, and means another, and asks amiss, and 
with an ill design; does not call upon God in truth, and in the sincerity of 
his soul; draws nigh to him with his mouth, and honours him with his lips, 
but his heart is far from him. Such an one is, according to James: 

b. unstable in all his ways; he is confused in his mind; restless in his 
thoughts, unsettled in his designs and intentions; inconstant in his petitions; 
uncertain in his notions and opinion of things; and very variable in his 
actions, and especially in matters of religion; he is always changing, and 
never at a point, but at a continual uncertainty, both in a way of thinking 
and doing: he never continues long either in an opinion, or in a practice, but 
is ever shifting and moving. 

 
D. The Source of God’s Wisdom 

 
Unlike the apostles during their days with Christ, they can hear the wisdom of Christ. But 
today, Christians cannot hear directly the words of Christ as he speaks. But the Lord is 
indeed wise. He used several men to write His wisdom so that we will be able to read it 
and understand His intentions. All of His wisdom is written in this one special book – the 
Bible.  
 
The Bible contains all the rules of the Christian faith. Is the source of doctrine; it can be 
used to instruct in righteousness, to correct an earring Christian, to rebuke a Christian 
who teaches false doctrines, so that we may be “thoroughly equipped unto every good 
work” (2 Timothy 3:15-17). 
 
John 17:17 tells us, “Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth.” Then, in John 8:31-32, 
the Lord speaks, “If ye abide in My word, then, are ye truly indeed my disciples; and ye 
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” 
 
Conclusions: 
 
The appeal for knowledge must be made in the self-assurance of three promises. 
 



A. The first is that giving comes naturally to God, and He will give wisdom liberally. 
Although men frequently confuse and ruin their giving. When God gives He 
shows not even the hint of reluctance. 
 

B. Second, God gives without reproach He does not humiliate or scold when giving 
“lest anyone should fear to come to offer to God. 
 

C. Third, the promise is that sincere petitions will be granted according to Matthew 
7:11 which states: “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask him?” 
 

a. In 1 John 3:22, John tells us: “and whatsoever we ask we receive of him, 
because we keep his commandments and do the things that are pleasing in 
his sight.” 
 

b. Lastly, in chapter 5:14-15, “And this is the boldness which we have toward 
him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth us: and if we 
know that he heareth us whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions which we have asked of him.” 

 
I would like to leave these verses for you to ponder: 
 
In Matthew 6:33, we are told to “seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” The next verse is found in Matthew 7:7-8, 
“Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened to you: for everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh, findeth; and to 
him that knocketh, it shall be opened.” 
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